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Annual Conference

April 12-16, 2004

Portland, ME

Monty Elder began the session with a few announcements.  She introduced Brig. Gen. John “Bill” Libby, SERC Co-Chair, LEPC Member, and former Emergency Management Coordinator.  He described his agency and discussed the recent history and activities of his agency.

HMEP Curriculum Guidance/Program Updates – Charles Rogoff, US DOT

Mr. Rogoff introduced the new grantees who were in attendance.  He then gave the background of the HMEP (Hazardous Materials Emergency Planning) Grant.  Mr. Rogoff suggested that he be notified when grantee’s email changes occur.  Deadlines are as follows:  grant applications are due July 1, 2004, final reports are due December 31.  When completing grant requests for 2004-2005, grantees should request the same amount as last year.  Charlie introduced Ron DeGregorie and he gave a program assessment of the grants program.  He is in the process of completing a “marginal Cost of Performance” assessment.

The 2004 ERG’s will be available in either June or July of 2004.  There has been a problem with the printing.

EPA Update – Sherry Fielding

Tier 2 Submit is a system that was developed to fill a need for states to manage Tier II information.  There have been over 50,000 downloads of the program and 25 states accept electronic submissions using Tier2 Submit. CAMEO FM 2004 has just been posted on the internet.  The update for 2005 does not contain major changes and there is consideration for 2006 to be web-based.

July 1999 is the most current List of Lists and is available on the internet.

A general guidance letter is going out to the SERCs and a copy will be included with the minutes.  FEMA grants available after October 1, will require compliance with NIMS.  

If you would like RMP data for your state, make sure that you submit your request to EPA on your agency letterhead.

Curriculum Report – Bill Lewis

Bill Lewis distributed copies of the 2003 Guidelines for HM/WMD training.  Primary distribution will be to HMEP grantees.  Additional copies are available from FEMA.  The computer based HM/WMD Operations curriculum has been put on hold due to a lack of funding to complete the project.  

inheriting EPCRA – Back to Basics  - Dr. Dwight Peavey, EPA New England

Dr. Peavey described how EPA functions in New England.  He gave the definition of EPCRA and described the sections.  He also discussed how to comply with reporting.  There are six states and six SERCS in New England, 2 are fee states and 4 are not.  There are 800+ LEPC’s.  All states use Tier2 Submit.  Dr. Peavey discussed how chemicals are selected for the CERCLA and EHS lists and reviewed notification requirements.

Mental Health & disasters – Bill Tenborg

This presentation included the definition of a crisis along with the unwelcome effects of trauma and factors that increase trauma.  Bill also discussed psychological problems that occur from a disaster and symptoms of severe stress.  Also included were ways to reduce stress and the different types of crisis intervention.

Secrets of Grant Writing – Fred Cowie

Dr. Cowie discussed the difference between contracts and grants.  He suggested that grants be spent within the first 6 months and that you should never return money.  When possible, you should ask for any left over funds.  He described how programs are like trees and projects are like ornaments.  The grant is the ornament and must fit within the goals and objectives of the program.  Dr. Cowie suggested that grant applications be recycled, if it was worth doing once it is worth doing again.  If your grant application is rejected you should learn why so that you can make corrections next time.  The grant application should include charts and graphs – the PERT is preferred.  Keep the narrative short.

Making LEPC’s Effective – Panel Discussion

The panel members discussed their LEPC’s and the various projects that they are working on including CERT and the “Masters of Disaster” curriculum in the schools.  Project Impact is supported and a CHERCAP exercise is planned.

CAMEO / Data management – Len Wallace, EPA New England

Currently, 40 countries have received CAMEO training.  It is the only free GIS program in the world.  Len gave a review of the new CAMEO, Aloha and Landview.  

NASTTPO memberhip meeting – Monty Elder, President

Monty called to order the shortest meeting in the history of NASTTPO.  Gerry Goudreau made a motion to accept the minutes from the mid year meeting, Mark Ligman 2nd the motion, motion carried.  

Frank Moussa gave a Treasurer’s Report.  Frank has received $14,735 for conference registration.  Additional registration funds are expected.  A final report will be sent out at a later date.  

The 2005 Annual Conference will be held in Seattle at the Weston during the first or second week of April.  The specifics will be presented at the November meeting.  A vote was taken for the location for the 2006 conference location.  Arkansas was selected. 

The 2004 Mid year meeting will be held at the Orleans Hotel in Las Vegas November 16 & 17.  This is an HMEP grant eligible expense.  

The board consists of the Executive Board and 10 regional representatives.  A suggestion was made to increase the board to include a Tribal representative.  Elaine Dennison made a motion to form a committee to review the by laws and change them to include a Tribal member, Gerry Goudreau  2nd the motion, motion carried.  Dave Crose will chair the committee and will need four additional members.  Please let Monty know if you wish to be a member of this committee.

Registration for this conference is 99.  A special recognition was given to Rayna Liebowitz for the excellent job she has done hosting this conference.  

Due to a job change, Rayna has resigned as the Region 1 representative.  The members voted to accept Randy Bronson, Vermont, as the representative from Region 1.

Bob Dopp made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Carter Davis 2nd, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned.

CERT in the community – Richard Quinlan, DHS/FEMA Region 1

Mr. Quinlan gave a history of the development of CERT.  In most communities, the LEPC / Citizen Corp / and CERT are the same group of people.  FEMA allows funding for meetings.  CERT started in 1993 in LA as a response to earthquakes.  CERT teaches how to care for one’s self and home for 72 hours until help can arrive.  Once CERT training is complete, funds can be used for additional training needs of the team.

NIMS and NRP – Jim Hall, DHS/FEMA Region 1

Mr. Hall discussed NIMS and NRP and presented a handout explaining the two programs.  An office for determining certification under NIMS has not yet been established; however, a state can certify to the federal government that their responders are certified.

NEMA Briefing – Art Cleaves, NEMA’s Legislative Chair

Mr. Cleaves discussed homeland security and how it is related to the changes taking place.  He also discussed building WMD on current hazmat ability on a capacity that already exists.  The association is working on projects including the preservation of EMPG and homeland security baseline funding.  Other projects include restoring the 15% post disaster mitigation funds.  Departments are being rolled in to homeland security to create a one-stop shop.  NEMA is concerned about what will happen to FEMA.  HS 3266 will put all grants under FEMA and will be totally risk based for states with no baseline funding; HS 1245 maintains a baseline funding for states and supports one-stop shopping.  If these two bills are passed there will need to be a compromise.

The EPA SARA grant now flows into FEMA.  It was 80/20 from EPA then 50/50 from FEMA.  This is not EPA money – congress gives it to FEMA.  SARA grants are still available to Tribes.

Tribal Highlights

Several tribal members gave comments regarding their activities.  Many have received equipment from the homeland security grants.  New Mexico will be hosting a workshop in September and it will be placed on the website.  Other tribes are working on their chemical response plans.  Not all receive funding from casinos.  Most of this funding goes to housing and health.  They complemented emergency management in Arizona for the assistance they have received.  They discussed problems due to the cultural and geographical isolation in Arizona.  Montana has conducted CERT training and receives funding from HMEP and SARA.  They also participate in the EMPG program.  They will be hosting their Annual Indian Nation Conference.   The 2005 agenda will include a 1½ hour session for tribal reports.

Hospitals and WMD – Panel Discussion

David Wacker discussed OSHA’s work at the World Trade Center.  OSHA has regional response teams who provide assistance – not enforcement.  He reviewed how OSHA can help during disaster and the importance of keeping hospital administration involved in planning and exercises.  Discussion included 1910.134 which covers the respiratory protection standard.  OSHA will allow 6 months to allow for planning and fit testing before enforcement.  Kathy Knight discussed steps in risk assessment in planning including hazard vulnerability assessments and resource assessments.  She also discussed the key elements of planning for hospitals.  Marc Fournier discussed the Southern Maine Medical Center plans for handling disaster. Mary Taschner discussed how hospitals conduct emergency planning with the fire department including mobile decon units and an Incident Command system for health care.  Charlie Rogoff discussed how LEPC’s, OSHA and hospitals can work together and also included how the curriculum has been expanded to include hospitals.

FBI – Hazmat Response Unit

The FBI lab is located at Quantico, VA and provides technical and scientific training for personnel.  Staff membership was reviewed.  There are 27 HMRT teams and every bomb tech has to be hazmat certified at the technician level.

developing an award winning shelter in place video – ron wlson, Washington State EMA

Ron discussed TTT on all hazards presentations and gave examples of outreach programs including conferences, legislative committees, presentations and agency interactions.

Wrap-Up

Upcoming events:

· HazMat Explo 9 will be held November 15-19, 2004 in Las Vegas; NASTTPO midyear meeting will be held on November 16 & 17, 2004

· 2005 NASTTPO Annual Conference will be held the first week in April 2005 in Seattle, WA.  HMEP funds can be used to attend this conference

· 2006 NASTTPO Annual Conference will be held in Little Rock, AR.
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